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Trade Unions are here for a very good 
reason. They are here for us, protecting 
and defending our rights at work for over 
150 years. We are the UK’s biggest social 
movement, dedicated to helping working 
people everywhere, no matter where they 
work or job they do.

UNISON is now officially the largest trade 
union in the UK with 1.4 million members, 
and you are part of that family. If you’ve 
only just joined us, welcome; if you’ve 
been around a while, thanks for staying 
with us.

Remember that ALL workers have the 
right to join a trade union, and if they 
work anywhere delivering public services, 
UNISON is their union. Pass it on and 
encourage every worker you know to 
join a union. We are stronger, together.

You use UNISON every day, often without 
realising it because of the rights you have 
at work, and the terms and conditions 
unions have negotiated for you.

Remember, no question is too small. 
Just ask.

Which fish do you want to be?

Once again, UNISON has shown 
that it is on our side by intervening 
in the case of Harpur Trust v 
Brazel & UNISON and winning the 
argument on term-time only holiday 
pay. This ensures that all workers 
are entitled to a minimum of 28 
days paid annual leave, even if they 
do not get given work or paid for 
parts of the year. In addition, this 
leave must be paid at the rate of a 
normal week’s pay, or based on the 

average payment for the preceding 
12 weeks if pay is irregular.

www.unison.org.uk/news/press-
release/2019/08/landmark-case-
confirms-statutory-minimum-
annual-leave-workers-result-
unison-intervention/

Dave Prentis, UNISON’s General 
Secretary said: “UNISON 
intervened because this case was 

about all workers being treated 
fairly and would have an impact 
across the whole of the UK. Staff 
in schools are often required under 
contract to be at school outside 
term-time, and, like Mrs Brazel, are 
required to do additional unpaid 
duties beyond those periods. It’s 
right that they should be paid 
the same minimum statutory 
entitlement of 28 days annual leave 
like everyone else.”

UNISON wins again on holiday pay for term-time only workers
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When you are on your 
own

When you are  
part of a trade union

If you think you may have a claim, get in touch straight away! 
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UNISON is literally There 
for You. We have helped 
members over the years 
access debt and money 
advice, apply for small grants 
to pay for white goods, have 
their car serviced or go on a 
wellbeing break; all thanks 
to the donations and money 
raised by members and 
partners.

Remember there is also the 
winter fuel grant: www.unison.
org.uk/get-help/services-
support/there-for-you/there-
for-you-winter-fuel-grants/
and you need to apply by 19 
February 2020. 

Do look out for the school 
uniform grant coming in July.

Thank you to everyone who 
has contributed to the latest 
donation to the charity from 
the branch.

There for You provides a 
confi dential advice and 
support service for members 
and their dependants.

If you have fi nancial problems 
because of:

• relationship breakdown;

• loss of income;

•  suffering from a long 
illness;

•  needing to buy equipment 
because of a disability;

•  caring for someone with 
special needs or an 
illness.

You can contact the Branch 
Welfare Offi cer who can help 
you complete the application 
form.

It can often be tricky to fi gure 
out which benefi ts you are 
eligible for and how to claim. 

Our Welfare Offi cer can help 
with a benefi ts check to 
ensure you get your rights to 
welfare benefi ts and maximise 
your income.

We want you to make the most of your 
membership and take it to another level!

•  Education and training: don’t go 
through life, grow through life with our 
membership education and activist 
training programmes.

•  Join in and go to our forums and 
conferences that happen throughout 
the year

Ask what you can do in UNISON, not 
what UNISON can do for you...

•  Become a contact for your workplace and 
be that very fi rst port of call for members 
looking for information and signposting

•  Become a Health and Safety Rep and 
support your employer to make your 
workplaces safer

•  Become a steward and support, 
advise and represent members

• Step up and be a Branch Offi cer

•  Step up again and become a 
convenor and Branch Secretary.

You know you are:

• Overworked
• Underpaid 
• Undervalued
• Badly treated 
• Exploited

You can help to change that by being 
a member of UNISON – pass this onto 
everyone you know who is in social care 
you know who isn’t in the union yet!

Keep your eyes peeled for UNISON’s 
Supreme Court appeal in February 
to try to make sure that sleep-in 
pay is paid at least the National 
minimum/Living wage for each shift. 
#awakeonasleepin

UNISON is 
There for You

Care Workers

See you at York Pride – we have a stall and 
will be sponsoring this fabulous event.

York Pride Saturday 6th June 2020

www.yorkcity-unison.org.uk

YorkCityUNISON

01904 553490 unison@york.gov.uke
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Very much in line with previous 
years, our meetings continue to 
be well attended with a continuing 
infl ux of new members. We have 
provided a wide variety of really 
interesting speakers covering a 
range of interesting topics. The 
success of our monthly meetings 
is attributable to those who 
participate, be it the people who 
contribute to discussions, work in 
the kitchen providing refreshments 
on informal gatherings and all those 
mucking in setting up and packing 
all the chairs and tables away. 

Being a UNISON Retired Member 
enables you to continue to have 

a voice on issues which affect the 
daily lives of older people through 
our representation not only at 
local branch level, but also on the 
regional committee and at the 
National Conference, and also via 
our affi liation with the National 
Pensioners Convention.

Membership of our group 
continues to grow. We are well on 
the way to 400 members! 

Our social sub-group provided a 
great range of outstanding and 
interesting outing venues each 
month from March to December, 
of which the visits to the Kilnsey 

Show, the Denby Pottery Village 
and the BBC guided tour and Media 
City at Salford Quays were the most 
memorable. Christmas Lunch at the 
Fox and Roman, Tadcaster Road, 
York was our fi nale. Members, 
families, guests and neighbours 
are all invited to join us.

If you have friends or relatives who 
were UNISON members and are 
now retired or about to retire, please 
let them know about our group 
and ask them to contact the retired 
members’ secretary Barry Beckwith 
on 01904 769802 email sdlssbb@sky.
com who will be happy to send them 
information and an application form.

York Retired Members Group – 2019 Review

Have we got your details right? 

Either log into or create your MyUNISON account and update your 
details at www.unison.org.uk/my-unison. Alternatively, email or 
phone us with any changes.

Help us keep in touch with you

www.yorkcity-unison.org.uk

YorkCityUNISON

01904 553490 unison@york.gov.uke

February 2020

Dyslexia in the Workplace

Neurodiversity in the Workplace

The Organising Steward

Mental Health in the Workplace 
(contacts/stewards)

March 2020

Con� dence Building 
(Power to be you)

Pre-retirement Workshop

Building Con� dence in Women

The Organising Steward

Health and Safety Representatives

Introduction to Employment Law 
(contacts/stewards)

Introduction to Contracts of 
Employment (contacts/stewards)

Plus

Funded distance learning courses 
at Level 2 and at The Open 
University

https://learning.unison.org.uk/
fi nancial-support/

Ask us what you’d like to do so we 
can help you access any courses 
you are interested in.

Grow through life with our education programme
The full programme is up online at www.unison-yorks.org.uk/education.html. Tease your learning tastebuds:

yorkcityunisonunisonyorkcityFFRemember to follow us on social media:

> Remember you can always access the e-learning website www.e-learning.unison.org.uk <
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Spring fl ing 
1 March – 
31 May 2020
£5 voucher for every new 
member you sign up

From 1 March to 31 May 2020, you 
can add a little UNISON thank you 
for inviting public service workers 
to join UNISON using the https://
easy.unison.org.uk/welcome
website. 

Follow the simple instructions and 
you can invite your colleagues and 
friends to join at their leisure.

Online not for you? Ask for some 
joining forms and mark them so we 
can track any new members you 
sign up. Any questions? Please get 
in touch.

Apprenticeship/Social 
care students 2020 
membership offer

Do you know of any fi rst year 
apprentices working delivering 
public services or social work/
care students? 

Point them in our direction 
and they will get their fi rst year 
membership for FREE in 2020.

U N I S O N  m e m b e r s  S AV E  o n

For your member discount, 
go to LV.com/UNISON

and enjoy a Multi Car  discount too

U N I S O N  m e m b e r s  S AV E  o n

J0680_banner_ad_Horizontal_248x86_update_V1_CV.indd   1 29/08/2019   10:36

Heart Unions Week 
10 – 16 February

This is the week we celebrate 
what we love about trade 
unions. 

In 2020, the campaigning 
theme for heartunions
is stamping out sexual 
harassment at work.

Look out for more details about 
how you and your workmates 
can take action on sexual 
harassment, and use the 
campaign to encourage non-
members to get involved.

www.tuc.org.uk/heartunions

UNISON’s campaigns 
change people’s minds

Campaigning is a vital part of our 
work. It is one method we use to 
raise awareness of issues, fi ght 
for employment rights and gather 
support for local, national and 
international issues. Campaigns 
change people’s minds and it’s 
only an additional 5% of your 
membership fee. Having the 
choice between the Campaign 
Fund and the UNISON Labour Link 
is one of UNISON’s strengths. 

Campaign Fund
The Campaign Fund promotes 
better public services, enables the 
Union to talk with politicians of any 
Party about the work our members 
do, the investment needed in the 
jobs, pay and the infrastructure of 
our public services and supports 
the Union’s equality work.  

UNISON Labour Link
UNISON Labour Link campaigns 
within the Labour Party locally 
and in Parliament on UNISON 
policy for quality public services, 
improved employment rights and 
on the NHS.

Ask us for a form today if 
you want to support UNISON 
campaigning and contribute to 
one of the Campaign Funds – 
your contribution will make a 
real difference.

Legal Services for 
UNISON members

•  FREE 30 minute initial 
legal advice

•  Personal Injury Claims 
(accidents at work and 
accidents outside work)

• Criminal Law Advice
• Wills
• Conveyancing
• Clinical negligence
• Employment 

Ask us for more information 
on what is covered by your 
membership.

www.yorkcity-unison.org.uk01904 553490 unison@york.gov.uke
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